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Answer all the questions from three passages taken from two genres only.

Genre: Epic

Question 1. Homer Iliad 6.212–231

215

220

225

230

 (a) What do we learn from this passage about ? [3 marks]

 (b) What was the relationship between Oeneus and Diomedes and between 

Bellerophon and Glaucos? [4 marks]

 (c) Scan lines 227–228 ( ). [2 marks]

 (d) Translate  (lines 230–231). [3 marks]

 (e) What amusing comment does Homer make immediately after this passage? [3 marks]
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Genre: Epic

Question 2. Homer Iliad 6.279–296

280

285

290

295

 (a)  (lines 279–280).  Who is speaking here and for 

what immediate purpose? [3 marks]

 (b)  (lines 280–285).  What is the 

speaker’s attitude to Paris?  What would he like to see happen to Paris?   

Suggest two reasons, not stated here, for his attitude. [4 marks]

 (c) Translate  (lines 286–287). [3 marks]

 (d) Who was  (line 290)?  How had he contributed to the  

women’s ritual?  Why was the reference to  (line 292) significant in 
that context? [3 marks]

 (e) Scan lines 294–295 [2 marks]
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Genre: Historiography

Question 3. Thucydides 2.39.1–2

5

10

 (a) What is the purpose of this speech and how was praise of Athens relevant to  

that purpose? [2 marks]

  

 (b) Translate  

 (lines 1–2). [3 marks]

 (c) From what two Greek words is  (line 3) derived?  Where was  

it practised? [3 marks]

 (d)  (lines 12–13).  What is Pericles 

claiming that Athenians can do to these people?  Why is it significant for his 
basic purpose? [3 marks]

 (e) Choose from this passage two ways in which Pericles claims that the Athenians 

are superior to the Spartans, and comment briefly on each of them.  In answering 
this question you may develop points you have made above. [4 marks]
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Genre: Historiography

Question 4. Thucydides 2.44.1–3

5

10

 (a) To which group of people is this part of the speech specifically directed?  
Give two other parts of this speech which were, in your opinion, likely to have 

been well or ill received by the original audience. [3 marks]

 (b)  (lines 1–2).  What is the 

difference between these terms?  Explain Pericles’ stated preference. [3 marks]

 (c)  (line 7–8).  Explain the poignancy of 

these words. [3 marks]

 (d) Translate  (lines 8–10). [3 marks]

 (e)  (lines 10–11).  What is Pericles’  

suggestion here?  Assess how it might have been received by the  

original audience. [3 marks]
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Genre: Tragedy

Question 5. Sophocles Oedipus Tyrannus 14–30
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 (a) Who is speaking these words to whom?  What is he trying to achieve? [3 marks]

 (b) Give two examples of the effective use of rhetorical devices from this passage 

and explain them. [4 marks]

 (c)  (lines 25–27).  What three examples of 

evidence of blight are mentioned here?  You may refer to words treated elsewhere 

in your answers. [3 marks]

 (d) Scan lines 25–26 ( ). [2 marks]

 (e) Translate  (lines 27–29). [3 marks]
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Genre: Tragedy

Question 6. Sophocles Oedipus Tyrannus 1132–1154

1135
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1145

1150

 (a) Explain what the  knows and does not know, and why the  

 is afraid to reveal what he himself knows. [4 marks]

 (b) Identify three places in this passage (giving the Greek text in each case) where 

Oedipus reveals something of his character. [3 marks]

 (c) Identify three attempts by the  to avoid having to tell what  

he knows. [3 marks]

 (d) Scan lines 1151–1152 ( ). [2 marks]

 (e) Translate  (lines 1153–1154). [3 marks]
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Genre: Comedy

Question 7. Aristophanes Frogs 193–207

195

200

205
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 (a) Identify the three characters in this passage and explain what each is trying  

to achieve. [3 marks]

 (b) Choose any two moments in this passage, excluding line 204, when the 

contemporary audience would, in your opinion, have laughed, and explain how 

each achieves its effect. [4 marks]

 (c) Translate  (lines 194–195). [3 marks]

 (d)  (line 204).  Explain the rhetorical 

effect of these words.  To what does  refer? [3 marks]

 (e) Scan lines 205–206 ( ). [2 marks]
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Genre: Comedy

Question 8. Aristophanes Frogs 1379–1392

1380

1385

1390
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 (a) This passage occurs during a competition.  Name the contestants and the judge 

and explain how the competition is conducted. [4 marks]

 (b) Choose from this passage an example illustrating a criterion by which the 

competitors are judged, and comment on its humour. [3 marks]

 (c)  (line 1386).  What does this word mean here?  Explain the 

humour of its original sense in this context. [3 marks]

 (d) Scan lines 1388–1389 ( ). [2 marks]

 (e) Translate  (lines 1391–1392). [3 marks]
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Genre: Philosophy

Question 9. Plato Crito 44c6–e2
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 (a)  (lines 1–2).  What was the  to which Crito 

has just referred, and why was it a matter of such concern to Crito but not  

to Socrates? [3 marks]

 (b)  (line 6).  To what do these words refer?   

How does Crito hope to use them to persuade Socrates? [3 marks]

 (c)  (lines 10–12).  Show how Socrates  

cleverly uses Crito’s words to contradict him. [3 marks]

 (d) Translate  (lines 12–14). [3 marks]

 (e) 

(lines 15–16).  What is Crito trying to achieve with these words?  Show how he 

uses a rhetorical device in an attempt to achieve his goal. [3 marks]
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Genre: Philosophy

Question 10. Plato Crito 53a8–c5
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 (a) Who are speaking in this passage?  What are they trying to achieve, and on what 

general grounds? [3 marks]

 (b)  (lines 3–5).  According to the 

speakers here, what three punishments might Socrates’ friends face if they 

helped him to escape? [3 marks]

 (c) On what grounds is it argued that Socrates would risk being a 

 (lines 7–8) if he fled to a well  
run state? [3 marks]

 (d)  (line 12).  Why do you 

think these words were placed here?  What effect would they be likely to have  

on Socrates? [3 marks]

 (e) Translate  (lines 1–3). [3 marks]


